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AGENDA ITEM: Request to Expand Charter School Operations – Mohave Accelerated Elementary School, Inc. 
 
Issue 
Mohave Accelerated Elementary School, Inc. (MAES) submitted a request to expand charter school operations to 
increase their enrollment cap to 550. MAES did not meet the Board’s academic performance expectations for 2013 and 
2014, and is asking for additional consideration from the Board to be eligible to apply for an expansion request that 
would include a Demonstration of Sufficient Progress (DSP). The charter has a current enrollment cap of 450.  
 
Request 
On July 15, 2015, Dr. Vickie Christensen, Charter Representative of MAES, submitted a letter (see letter attached on 
page 4) to Board staff requesting the Board’s consideration to allow MAES to submit an expansion request to increase 
the enrollment cap to 550 for implementation in FY 2016. In the letter, she wrote: 
 
“The rational for expanding was the following: 

• Extensive waiting lists for students 
• Having the correct amount of students to flow into our middle and high school, Mohave Accelerated Learning 

Center 
• Providing a caring school for student and families in our community with Highly Qualified Professional staff 
• A love for children and their futures! 

 
Background 
MAES was granted a charter on February 9, 2004 which became effective on June 8, 2004. In October 2012, the Charter 
Holder requested an increase in enrollment cap from 300 to 450 and is currently serving grades K through 5 at Mohave 
Accelerated Elementary School and Mohave Accelerated Elementary School East. 
 
The average daily membership (ADM) for the charter based on 100th day ADM is provided below (Data provided by 
Arizona Department of Education): 
 

 
 
Academic Performance 
As stated in the Board’s Academic Performance Framework and Guidance document, a Charter Holder’s academic 
performance will be evaluated by the Board when considering expansion requests. The academic performance of the 
Mohave Accelerated Elementary School and Mohave Accelerated Elementary School East are represented in the 
dashboards below: 
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The FY 2013 overall rating for Mohave Accelerated Elementary School on the Board’s academic performance measures 
was 59.38 including points received for the letter grade of B as reported by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE). 
The FY 2014 overall rating for Mohave Accelerated Elementary School on the Board’s academic performance measures 
decreased to 56.25 including points received for the letter grade of B as reported by ADE. 
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The FY 2013 overall rating for Mohave Accelerated Elementary School East on the Board’s academic performance 
measures was 81.88 including points received for the letter grade of A as reported by the Arizona Department of 
Education (ADE). The FY 2014 overall rating for Mohave Accelerated Elementary School East on the Board’s academic 
performance measures increased to 90.94 including points received for the letter grade of A as reported by ADE. 

Board Options 

Option 1: The Board may approve the request to be eligible to apply for expansion. The following language is provided 
for consideration: I move, based on the information contained in the Board materials and presented today, that the 
Board approve the request of Mohave Accelerated Elementary School, Inc. to be eligible to submit an Enrollment Cap 
Notification Request to increase the enrollment cap to 550 with a Demonstration of Sufficient Progress that includes 
benchmark data and undergo a site visit based on the evaluation of the FY2015 DSP. Following their submission, the 
results of Board staff’s review of these items will be provided to the Board for its consideration of Mohave Accelerated 
Elementary School, Inc.’s expansion requests. 

Option 2: The Board may deny the request to be eligible to apply for expansion. The following language is provided for 
consideration: I move, based on the information contained in the Board materials and presented today, the Board does 
not find sufficient support to consider an expansion request.  The Charter Holder may submit a request in the future 
when the academic dashboard provides evidence of additional improvement. 
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